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Reading

- What’s expected of children?
- How to help / ideas for home
- What’s tested?
- Look at some questions
- What if…?



What’s expected of children?
• read fluently
• understand word meanings
• retrieve information
• identify key information
• summarise main ideas
• make inferences, using the text to justify

(predict, understand characters)
• understand structure and organisation
• understand word choice



Let’s look at a test…
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Make sure your child is reading lots.

• be a role model
• ideally every day
• at least 30 minutes, three times a week
• not always the same thing

(books, comics, newspapers, recipe books,
appropriate websites, etc)

• something appropriately challenging
(1 in 10 wrong = about right)



Read with your child.

• Read aloud to them.
(explain words and understanding as you go)

• Have them read to you.
(works well while you’re busy)

• Take it in turns to read.
(more engaging, helps reinforce sentence ends)



Ask your child questions about what they’ve read.

• Fact finding - Who did she find in the car?
 Make sure they point to where the answer is.
 No made up answers.
 Discourage memory – it’s unreliable.
 Make it harder – Who did she encounter in the 

vehicle?
• Understanding characters – Why was he sad? 

Where is he going? Why? 
Again, have them point to the text.
…because….



Ask your child questions about what they’ve read.

• Predicting – What will happen next? Why?
 Make sure they back up their opinion.

• Word meanings – What does this word mean?
 Can they think of alternative synonyms? (words 

that mean the same)
 When can and can’t it be used?
 Can they think of opposites? 
 Can they use it in a different sentence?



Reading journals

• It’s encouraged.
• Children should use them to record thoughts, 

ideas and questions about what they’re 
reading. 

• Other ideas – pictures with labels of characters 
and settings, lists of words they are less familiar 
with, etc

• It doesn’t have to be about a book from school.
• We discuss them in class every week.



Other activities to try at home:

Story Mapping

Create a ‘map’ or ‘journey’ of a narrative, including a 
simple picture or icon to represent each point in the plot. 

Extras:
• add emotions or ambitious vocab
• cover stages of the story for children to add their own 

ideas
• it’s also possible to represent non-fiction without a plot 

using icons 



Story mapping: Little Red Riding Hood



Other activities to try at home:

Draw and label

Children are given a text with a description on. One 
partner reads it aloud, while the other draws a picture or 
diagram of the described character/setting/object.

Extensions: 
swap and label each part



The Munctious Aloom
The Munctious Aloom was short and round, but had 
enormous eyes that perched, unblinking, on top of its 
bald head. This looked particularly strange because 
the rest of its body, round and wobbly, was covered 
in thick, brown hair. From it's wide open mouth, slimy 
green drool dripped down onto its large belly and 
onwards to the ground, where it pooled disgustingly 
near the flipper-like feet.



Other activities to try at home:

Fact Finder

Give children a short section of text and get them to come up 
with their own fact finding questions based on it. 

Ideas:
Do it under timed conditions – how many questions can they 
make in 1 minute?



Fact Finding
The card sold for an incredible $54,970, which is the same as just 
under £45,000!
It was bought by a Hong Kong collector at an auction in Los 
Angeles, but his or her name has not been made public. 

It is so rare because only 39 of this kind of card were made and, 
according to someone who works for the auction house, only 10 
of the cards are still in an extremely good condition.

The card, which was designed by one of the main Pokemon
graphic illustrators called Atsuko Nishida, is said to be considered 
as "the most valuable and iconic Pokemon card among 
collectors".



Other activities to try at home:

In a Nut Shell

Select the key points of a text and express them as briefly as 
possible.  

Ideas:
Children summarise in a text in decreasing numbers of words, 
effectively working out what the most important words are
works well after Text Marking first.



In a Nut Shell:



Other activities to try at home:

Tracking Vocabulary

Children look for words and phrases which impact on the 
reader. This helps children understand subtle hints of language 
as well as more obvious statements.

Examples:
’Find all the words that show that Bernie is wealthy.’
‘What words help the author build tension in this page?’
‘Tell me all the words to do with size.’



Vocabulary tracking
Find all the words to do with size…

Aunt Sponge was enormously fat and very short. She had small 
piggy eyes, a sunken mouth and one of those white flabby faces 
that looked exactly as though it had been boiled. She was like a 
great white soggy over-boiled cabbage. 

Aunt Spiker, on the other hand, was lean and tall and bony, and 
she wore steel-rimmed spectacles that fixed on to the end of her 
nose with a clip. She had a screeching voice and long wet 
narrow lips, and whenever she got angry or excited, little flecks 
of spit would come shooting out of her mouth as she talked. 



SATs timetable:

Monday
13.05.19

Tuesday
14.05.19

Wednesday
15.05.19

Thursday
16.05.19

Friday
17.05.19

• Grammar and 
Punctuation

• Spelling

Reading Maths –
Arithmetic
Maths –
Reasoning 1

Maths –
Reasoning 2



What does the test look like?

• 1 hour
• 3 texts
• fiction and non-fiction
• questions on each text



What’s tested?
• reading fluency
• word meaning
• retrieve information
• identify key information
• summarise main ideas
• make inferences, using the text to justify

(predict, understand characters)
• structure and organisation
• word choice



Let’s look at a test…
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What if…?

• slow readers
• specific needs
• illness
• injuries
• unforeseen, extenuating 

circumstances

School will do what we can.
Leave it to us!

Tell us as soon 
as possible. 
There may be 
something we 
can do.


