Phase 2
Learning how to ‘sound-talk’

The teacher shows children how to do this – c-a-t = cat. The separate sounds (phonemes) are spoken aloud, in order, all through the word, and are then merged together into the whole word. The merging together is called blending and is a vital skill for reading.

Children will also learn to do this the other way around – cat = c-a-t. The whole word is spoken aloud and then broken up into its sounds (phonemes) in order, all through the word. This is called segmenting and is a vital skill for spelling.
Saying the sounds

The children are taught how to pronounce the sounds (phonemes) correctly to make blending easier. If you would like to hear the pure sounds please visit our class news page on the school website from the 28th September. Sounds should be sustained where possible (e.g. sss, fff, mmm) and, where this is not possible, ‘uh’ sounds after consonants should be reduced as far as possible (e.g. try to avoid saying ‘buh’, ‘cuh’). Teachers help children to look at different letters and say the right sounds for them.
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Ways you can support your child at home

Sound-talking

Find real objects around your home that have three phonemes (sounds) and practise ‘sound talk’. First, just let them listen, then see if they will join in, for example, saying:


‘I spy a p-e-g – peg.’


‘I spy a c-u-p – cup.’


‘Where’s your other s-o-ck – sock?’


‘Simon says – put your hands on your h-ea-d.’


‘Simon says – touch your ch-i-n.’


‘Simon says – pick up your b-a-g.’
Tricky words
They will also learn several tricky words: the, to, I, go, no.
Children will still be practising oral blending and segmenting skills daily. They need plenty of practice at doing this.
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Magnetic letters
Buy magnetic letters for your fridge, or for use with a tin tray. Find out which letters have been taught – have fun finding these with your child and place them on the magnetic surface.
Making little words together
Make little words together, for example, it, up, am, and, top, dig, run, met, pick. As you select the letters, say them aloud: ‘a-m – am’, ‘m-e-t – met’.
Breaking words up
Now do it the other way around: read the word, break the word up and move the letters away, saying: ‘met – m-e-t’. 
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My Phase 2 Sound Mat





