
Phonics 
and early 
reading



- explore the importance of  reading with your 
child

- introduce you to Little Wandle our phonics 
programme

- to find out what will be sent home with your child 
and our expectations for reading at home.

Session aims



Researchers looked at the impact of  parents reading with 
their children found :

Number of  words children would have heard by the time 
they were 5 years old if  they were read to :

never - 4,662 words
1–2 times per week - 63,570 words
3–5 times per week - 169,520 words
daily – 296,660 words
five books a day - 1,483,300 words

Reading to your child



Updated and enhanced Letters and Sounds.

A systematic synthetic phonics programme.
Planning, resources, assessment, keep up (targeted 
intervention), matched reading books.

Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds



Phonics:

Phoneme 
Grapheme
Tricky word 
Segmenting and blending

Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds



Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds

Phoneme: the smallest unit of  sound that you can hear

within a word; the word phoneme refers to the sound,

not the letter(s) which represent the sound in writing.

For example, in the word sock, there are three

phonemes (s-o-ck).

Grapheme: A grapheme is a letter or group of  letters that 

usually represents a single phoneme. A grapheme can 

consist of: one letter, for example, ‘b’ – in big, two letters 

(a digraph), for example, ‘sh’ in ship, ‘a-e’ in make and 

three letters (a trigraph).



Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds

Digraph: is a two letter grapheme, such as ‘ch’, ‘sh’, ‘oa’

(two letters making one sound).

Trigraph: a three letter grapheme, where three letters

represent one phoneme, for example, igh in night. 

Blending: the merging together of  the separate sounds

in a word. We use our phoneme fingers to help us!

Segmenting:  breaking words down into phonemes to
spell (so, the opposite process to blending).



Tricky words

Tricky words 

Words you cannot segment and blend. 



grapheme mnemonics (letters/pictures) and 
catchphrases

Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds

Always use the pure sound “d not duh”



Phonics books

Phonetically decodable 
books.

Matched to phases.



eBooks

-3 or more reading practice sessions in school 
using physical book.

-eBook is for celebrating success (in phonic skills) 
at home



Phonics books

PAGE IN BOOK



What your child will take 
home

Reading record



What your child will take 
home

home learning sheet



Top tips for parents

Reading Framework (DfE Jan, 2022) leaflet will be emailed

1. Encourage your child to read
2. Read aloud regularly
3. Encourage reading choice
4. Read together
5. Create a comfortable environment
6. Make use of  your local library
7. Talk about books
8. Bring reading to life
9. Make reading active
10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/ 

Our websites: Learn More > Phonics

Links

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
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Recap


